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Dear Parents, 

On June 30th, Governor Whitmer's Executive Order (No. 2020-142) created Michigan’s 2020- 
21 Return to School Roadmap (Full Document) for Michigan Public Schools.  In order for a Michigan Public School to reopen 
this fall, they must create three (3) various plans for the fall.  This plan establishes six (6) phases for returning to school.  
Schools must be prepared to transition into any phase depending on the current situation for their region.   

Phases 1 -3 – In any of these phases, the school is closed and distance learning methods are deployed. We have our plans 
already established for these phases as we implemented distance learning from March through the end of the school year 
(Google classroom/educational packets, etc).  However, one of the major differences, if we enter this mode of instruction, 
will be stricter compliance related to participation and grading. At the end of the year, each local district sent out a survey to 
parents, students, and staff and the input from this survey will be used to make adjustments to our plan.  Lastly, our ISD has 
hired a full-time instructional technology coach to assist local teachers with providing improved instruction. 

Phase 4 - In phase four (4), our school is open; however, there are strict requirements, such as: 
 

• Facial coverings must always be worn by staff except for meals. 
• Facial coverings must be worn by PK-12 students, staff, and bus drivers during school transportation. 
• Facial coverings must always be worn in hallways and common areas by PK-12 students in the building except 

for during meals. 
• Facial coverings must be worn in classrooms by all staff and students grade 6-12 only. 
• Additional procedures can be found in the Roadmap Full Document. 

  
Phase 5 – In phase five (5), our school is open with less strict requirements. 

• these steps (mentioned in phase four) will be strongly recommended, but there will ultimately be some 
flexibility and local communities will need to document their decisions in their plans.  
 

Phase 6 -  In phase six (6), our school returns to the way we operated previously with no restrictions. 
  
The Roadmap, as previously mentioned, provides direction and directives for schools.  My top priority is to ensure our school 
operates effectively and efficiently in the safest possible manner.  It was only a few months ago that our doors were closed 
and parents held the great responsibility of providing education to their children.  I do not want to see that happen again, 
and I want to make sure we do our very best to do our part to prevent another closure. We have an amazing staff and it is my 
ultimate goal to do everything we can to open our doors and keep them open as long as possible. 

I completely understand that parents are uneasy about the fall plans and have many questions. The Roadmap requires a vast 
amount of planning.  It is daunting task to examine and implement change in every aspect of the school’s operations.  Bark 
River-Harris has established various groups that have been busy examining the Roadmap requirements and are assisting with 
our planning efforts.   These groups have teachers, support staff, parents, board members and administrators working 
together to make the best possible decisions for our district. 

 



 

By August 15, BR-H must have these various plans completed, approved by the board of education, sent to the ISD and to the 
Department of Education.  We have a very large responsibility and the task at hand will not be easy.  We ask parents to 
understand our plight and trust that the decisions made in the next several weeks have been thoroughly discussed by a 
variety of stakeholders.  We understand that parents may be uneasy with our plans or fearful of the uncertainty this 
pandemic has created.  We are working on plans to offer both remote learning models and face-to-face models for our 
students. We are working on developing a new program for secondary students and will be sending more information 
regarding these options in the next few weeks. 

In closing, I’d simply like to re-state what has already been said.  Our plans will be created with input from various 
stakeholders as per the creation of the taskforce.  Our plans will have a focus that keeps students and staff safe and fully 
complies with the Executive Order.  Our plans will make every attempt possible to do our part in preventing another closure 
– though we must be prepared for such an outcome.  Lastly, we love our students way too much not to take this seriously. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jason Lockwood, Ed.S 

Bark River-Harris Superintendent. 
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